
Instilling a love of literacy is very important to us here at 

school.  Literacy is about instilling a love of stories, 

developing our language and communication and helping 

us to make sense of the world around us.  As well as 

reading from books there are a number of different 

formats and ideas that we can use to share literature. 

Audio books are a fantastic way for us to share stories, with time to sit back and 

listen through spoken word.  Another fantastic way to develop literacy skills is to put 

the subtitle or closed captions on films or TV programmes whilst you watch.  This is 

really easy to do and can be done through most TV remotes and apps via your 

television. Finally, there are many interactive e-books available for free on line or via 

apps. Here's a link to some via Book Trust. https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and

-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/.   I wish 

you all a lovely half term holiday and hope you get some 

time together as a family to share in some literacy based 

time together.  

Best Wishes,    

Miss Nesbitt   

Stars of the Week 

Well done Thomas, Jack, Zack, Rimasha, 

Ceiara, Jake, Hassan, Dylan, K-leum and Joe. 

St John Vianney R.C. School 

 

 School  closes @ 3:15pm on Fri 23/10/20 for Half 

Term Break. 

 School re-opens  @  9am on Mon 2/11/20 for 

Autumn Term 2. 

 School closes @ 3:15pm on Fri 18/12/20 for 

Christmas Break. 

Important Dates 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/


Introducing: Miss Mollard, Class 5 Form Teacher 

What I've been doing this week: This has been the second week I’ve been in self- 

isolation! It’s been very different to being in school, but I have spent time learning new 

skills- I have spent time recording lessons for my class!  I really enjoyed filming the lessons 

and reading a book aloud, it provided me with lots of laughter (at myself!) I also have very 

big trees behind my garden and I’ve enjoyed watching the leaves turn to brown and red colours- they’ve 

now started falling too. 

What is the best thing about being in SJV? The staff, the ‘can do’ attitude of SJV and of course the pupils! 

SJV is a very busy but special place and I love looking out for ‘magical moments’ – so many things happen 

every day at SJV. I am also SO grateful for the staff who have taught my lessons whilst I have been at home- 

Thank you! 

It would be even better if… Our building and environment was purposefully designed for our students. I 

believe our students deserve the very best, and their skills would flourish from having a music studio, soft 

play room and even an accessible sensory room with an interactive floor like Man City have! 

Hopes and dreams for the future: I’m really looking forwards to going for a run on Saturday and as I know 

I’m virus free I’ll also be going to see my nanny as I haven’t seen her in quite a while- she’ll be 98 years old 

this year!  

 
 
 

God’s message for our school this week is from Pope Francis;  

‘The heart that knows how to say thank you is a good heart, 

it is a heart that is content.’  

From this let us all be grateful for what the Lord has provided 
and let us show our gratitude by loving those around us.  
We can see this in SJV. There is a loving and caring atmosphere within the School and you can feel the 
welcome!  
The first time I stepped into the school, I could feel the Holy Spirit at work. It is a difficult time now and it 
is easy to forget all the things we should be grateful and giving thanks for. However, we give thanks every 
day; try to count your blessings or write a list of what you should be grateful for.  
Within our Catholic School, we have been looking at the mission statement; we have made a short list 
and have been voting for our favourite. Watch this space for further updates.  As a Staff, we have been 
looking forward to the Month of Remembrance and All Saints and have been planning activities to do 
with our students. The Chaplaincy Team have been meeting and have many great ideas for Mr Moloney, 
we now just need to book a time with him. 
Within RE, for ‘Black History Month’, we have been looking at why we need to guard against any 
discrimination. We have also been looking at love and how God’s love can overcome all forms of 
inequality and hatred. 
As a school we are looking forward to being back at full strength after half term. Whatever you choose to 
do over the Half Term break, we hope that you have a peaceful and relaxing time.  

A Day in the life: Self-Isolating 



Class 4 tried their hand at 

pumpkin carving this week. They 

showed great independence, 

care and creativity whilst using 

the equipment and designing 

their own faces.  

Don’t forget to change your clocks 

Saturday night we will be setting the 

clocks back an hour and Summer Time 

ends. Road traffic collisions increase by 

20% in the fortnight after the time 

change. Sadly, some of those collisions 

will involve child pedestrians and 

cyclists. Children under-16 are one of 

the most vulnerable groups of road 

users. Keep your children safe; see the links below for useful guides. 

Teaching Road Safety: A Guide for Parents 

https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-

road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf 

Keeping children safe during lockdown and beyond - Parents’ pack 

https://www.capt.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?

IDMF=44e36e43-bd5e-4dd0-acae-e040f37fe2ef  

This week’s Mindful Minute is focussed on coping with isolation 

and lockdown restrictions throughout the holidays.  

We are currently living in a very uncertain time and this will affect 

everybody in some way, we are unable to do things we would 

normally and we are missing loved ones. Contact with our support 

networks is particularly important right now – you and your family 

can keep in touch with people using free apps such as Facetime, 

Zoom or Skype.  

There are many free activities your children can join in with online 

– this will help them stay entertained and give you a quick break. 

Remember your wellbeing is important too. You can find free 

online classes for young people in Dance, P.E., Workouts, Yoga, Art 

and many more, there are also some wonderful videos on 

websites such as Youtube, GoNoodle and Vooks. 

Have a lovely holiday.  

Useful Information 

This week at the farm we went into the woods 

to check how much food had been eaten from 

our bird feeders. We found a hidden den. We 

stroked the hens to build up our confidence to 

actually hold one. We kept the goats really 

calm, whilst having their hooves cleaned and 

then we fed them.   

 

Class 4 

Key Stage 3 have been making spooky 
Halloween snacks using marshmallows this 
week in Food Tech. They have also 

improved their independence skills by washing up. themselves.   

Class 4  Pumpkin Carving 

https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf
https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf
https://www.capt.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=44e36e43-bd5e-4dd0-acae-e040f37fe2ef
https://www.capt.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=44e36e43-bd5e-4dd0-acae-e040f37fe2ef


  

This week’s sign is: Are you OK? 

1. 2. 3. 

Index finger pointing outwards, thumbs up and circle twice. 

Post 16 

took part in 

their last session this half term at 

Wythenshawe Park. When they 

were there they walked around 

the park and did an amazing job 

of litter picking. They actually 

collected five full bags worth.  

Post 16 

Class 6 had a lovely 
trip to Kiwi nurseries 
on Monday, where we 
bought some plants.  

On Tuesday we planted 

the plants outside our 

classroom. The pupils 

are looking forward to 

looking after them.  



Another pleasant week in Class 10. We all enjoyed being together in Food Tech, making pancakes and 

having a warm drink; a rare opportunity for us! The best part of it was the chatting and seeing the 

general spirit of helpfulness going on. Parents and Carers, they did you proud! 

We are all ready for a nice refreshing break after a long half-term. As you all know, school isn’t quite the same with 

the restrictions imposed on us all. Despite all this I am proud of the fact that our class have coped well with the many 

twists and turns we have encountered AND every single one of them have still turned up for school with a smiling face 

and a positive attitude. Well done to all of them and a very happy half-term break. 

Class 10 

 

In PSHE  lessons  this month our pupils learned about  many of the  black  people  who have contributed towards 

making  our  world a better place .  They also discovered that this  is not  always represented in our history books, as  

although  there are just as many blacks  as whites who have been  scientists, inventors,  pioneers, sporting legends and 

peace-makers. You have to do a bit of  research to find this out.  We have enjoyed discovering and celebrating the 

talents of many unsung heroes and heroines. How many of the above do you  recognise, our pupils would like to know.  

Match the names with 

the pictures!  

TIGER WOODS,  

MARTIN LUTHER KING,  

WILL SMITH,  

HARRIET TUBMAN, 

MAYA ANGELOU, 

ROSA PARKS,  

BARACK OBAMA, 

NELSON MANDELA, 

MAHATMA GANDHI, 

HALLE BERRY 



SAFEGUARDING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS & CARERS 


