


Happy New Year to you and your families. I do hope you

were able to enjoy the Christmas break together and were

not too badly affected by the increase in Coronavirus

infections, with the onset of the Omicron variant. The children

have certainly come back, from the 2-week break, in a

positive and cooperative manner and have settled quickly

into their school routines. We have certainly come back

feeling recharged and ready for the rigours of the spring

term.

A message from our
Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers,



This week in School has again provided us with new

challenges, as we come to terms with the impact of Omicron

and a significant number of infections, affecting both staff and

pupils numbers at School. Guidance has been provided from

the DfE for Schools and it is clear, that whilst infection rates

continue to increase, it is the intention to keep schools open

for children and young people. Please be assured we are

doing all we can to address the guidance we receive and

make the best decisions to keep everybody safe and well in

the St John Vianney School community. Although staffing

numbers fluctuate daily we are confident that we can work

flexibly, to ensure each class team has the support and

leadership required, to keep children learning in our School.

As always, we will do our very best to keep you informed of

any developments, as quickly as we can.

Those pupils that have been with us in School have been

very supportive and worked cooperatively with staff to

maintain safe practice. Thank you to all parents for their

understanding of the situation and their patience and
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consideration whilst we work through the current challenges.

Having your child ready for School each day and with

parents reinforcing our expectations and standards, certainly

helps us to support each child in School. I am confident that

with your ongoing support that we can continue to put SJV

on the map as one of the very best SEND schools in the

north west. Thanks for your ongoing support.

If you have any queries or concerns please contact the

Admin team, who will direct you to the right person, who will

be able to return your call.
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Very best wishes for the weekend.

Mr A Moloney

Headteacher

Please note, we have made a change to the School Calendar

for the summer term 2022.

Friday 24th June is now an additional School holiday for

St John Vianney School. The School will be closed on this

date.

This additional date is in lieu of the national holiday for the

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebration, which falls during the

Whit break on June 3rd 2022.
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The term dates for 2022-23 have now been approved by the

Governing Body and are now available on the School

website.

SJV Class News
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The Chaplaincy team met this week to discuss the questions

we want to ask our visitor next week, SJV’s local MP Kate

Green. The team wrote a letter to her to ask her to look at

Child poverty and how she could use her position to help

bring about changes and the team invited her to visit and she

agreed! We are very much look forward to meeting her and

asking our questions.

In RE this week we have been looking at Epiphany and the

12th day and the symbolism behind the gifts. Some classes

have modernised the gifts saying what they would bring to

him to show that Jesus would be a King, a holy man and that

his death would be important. We’ve had some great ideas

about what Jesus would be passionate about today and what

he would be speaking out about. We have been looking at

how Epiphany is celebrated in some European countries, for

example did you know that children leave their shoes out the

night before to be filled with gifts, while others leave straw for

the three Kings' horses?
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We are looking forward to 2021 in SJV and all the wonderful

achievements that our students will achieve this year, as we

continue to grow and develop together.

By Mrs Garfin

A word from our
Family Liaison

Officer and Deputy
Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Julie Griffin
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Looking after a child
or young person's

mental health
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Top tips to support children and young people

Be there to listen

Regularly ask how they're doing so they get used to talking

about their feelings and know there's always someone to

listen if they want it. Find out how to create a space where

they will open up.

How to start a conversation with your child

Support them through di�culties

Pay attention to their emotions and behaviour, and try to help

them work through difficulties. It's not always easy when

faced with challenging behaviour, but try to help them

understand what they're feeling and why.

Help with difficult behaviour and emotions

Stay involved in their life

There are times when we all feel the

strain. As parents and carers, there are

ways we can support children and young

people to give them the best chance to

stay mentally healthy. To access the link

click on the blue lettering

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/starting-a-conversation-with-your-child
https://maudsleycharity.org/familiesunderpressure/


Show interest in their life and the things important to them. It

not only helps them value who they are, but also makes it

easier for you to spot problems and support them.

Encourage their interests

Being active or creative, learning new things and being a part

of a team help connect us with others and are important

ways we can all help our mental health. Support and

encourage them to explore their interests, whatever they are.

Take what they say seriously

Listening to and valuing what they say, without judging their

feelings, in turn makes them feel valued. Consider how to

help them process and work through their emotions in a

more constructive way.

The Anna Freud Centre support guide

Build positive routines

We know it still may not be easy, but try to reintroduce

structure around regular routines, healthy eating and

exercise. A good night's sleep is also really important – try to

get them back into routines that fit with school or college.

Sleep tips for children

https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/7-ways-to-support-children-and-young-people-who-are-worried/
https://maudsleycharity.org/familiesunderpressure/


A few tips from our emotional and mental wellbeing team

here at SJV.
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Enjoy your
Weekend!
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