Interpreting the RED for SJV
What is the RED?
The RED (Religious Education Directory) is the new guidance set by the Bishop’s Conference of England and Wales to inform the content of Religious Education in its schools.  The RED replaces the previous RECD format (Religious Education Curriculum Directory) which schools were previously expected to follow.  Currently the RED has only been written, and is being delivered, up to the end of KS3, but work has begun on the KS4 and 5 guidance.  Currently all Catholic mainstream Schools and Colleges are expected to be compliant with the RED up to KS4 and to follow one of two specific GCSE options at KS4 as well as the RECD guidance at KS5 (These will both be replaced once work is completed on the RED).
The intention of the RED is to develop Religious Education as a rigorous academic subject (Comparable to English under the new Diocesan Inspection Framework) and for schools to “assist parents with the education and religious formation of their pupils” – Preface RED.
The RED explores 6 ‘branches’ throughout its curriculum which children will develop their understanding of as they move through the curriculum.  Each branch is revisited each academic year:
1) Creation and Covenant
2) Prophecy and Promise
3) Galilee to Jerusalem
4) Desert to Garden
5) To the Ends of the Earth
6) Dialogue and Encounter
Throughout the curriculum pupils must also examine Religious Education through 6 different ‘lenses’.  The lenses should be evident throughout the curriculum:
· Hear (Scripture)
· Believe
· Celebrate
· Live
· Dialogue
· Encounter
An additional supporting document was written for SEND pupils ‘Religious Education Directory Guidance for Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities’.  We have reviewed the document and discussed it with Anna Nuttall (representative of Salford Diocese) who agreed that it was directed more towards SEND provision in a mainstream setting rather than for a provision like ours.
Challenges for SJV 
There are a number of challenges when adapting the RED for the pupils of SJV.  While we want to ensure that we are following church guidelines and teaching a curriculum that is supported by the diocese we also must consider the unique nature of our school and the SEND nature of our pupils.  It is important that the final curriculum is both academically challenging but also meaningful and relevant for the pupils of SJV.
The specific challenges are as follows:
· The structure of our curriculum.
At all Key Stage levels the RED is designed to build upon knowledge developed in previous years.  For example, pupils will develop an understanding at Year 7, then develop this further in later school years.  Due to our curriculum being a rolling three-year programme (At key stage 3) a pupil may start at year A, B or C when they join the school and will not follow a programme of study designed for their academic year.  This means that each year of learning must not be reliant on what was learnt in the previous year and must be created as an independent unit of study.  An additional consideration for this is the lower knowledge retention, (Most pupils have MLD), which is associated with the needs of many of our pupils.  The cognitive age of many of our pupils is lower KS2.
· Curriculum content.
The RED contains a large amount of content which is designed to be taught over 2.5 to 3 hours a week in mainstream settings (10% of curriculum time).  Our curriculum allows for 2 hours of RE curriculum time (Including ‘Faith in Action – 40 minutes) each week.  We will also need to consider the additional time that our pupils will need for processing information as well as movement breaks and additional support etc.  For this reason, and the challenging content of the RED, it would not be possible to follow all of the content in the RED curriculum.
· The needs of our pupils
Due to the varying needs of our pupils, it is important to consider how they will access the curriculum and to what extent and detail religious doctrine, beliefs, practices, concepts and ethical issues (all form a part of the RED curriculum) will be examined. The RED curriculum is thematic which would work well with our curriculum but it may be more suitable for us to focus on issues related to key beliefs and practices in less specific detail, which we know our pupils will be able to engage with and be challenged with.
· Pupil engagement
Pupil engagement in RE at SJV is excellent and it is vital that we maintain this as we develop our curriculum to be compliant with the RED.  A key success this year has been our ‘Faith in Action’ curriculum which has developed our pupils understanding of how to live out the Catholic Faith and supports their understanding of Catholic Social teaching tenets.  In our meeting with Anna Nuttall the Faith in Action curriculum was discussed and Anna felt that it would not be considered as curriculum time as it is not directly following the RED.  The challenge will be to find a way to incorporate Faith in Action into our curriculum which will both maintain our pupil’s engagement as well as follow the curriculum guidance set out in the RED documentation.
· KS4 and Post 16 curriculum
Our current model is based on the Extended RE Salford Diocesan Certificate, a curriculum which was always supported and endorsed by the Diocese, which was compliant with the old RECD. In our meeting Anna Nuttall stated that, going forward, our curriculum at KS4 and Post 16 should follow the 6 branches of the RED and should not follow the current model.  As the guidance for all mainstream schools is to follow one of two G.C.S.E options at KS4 this will mean SJV designing a curriculum which is not based on any current model and which will be a new approach.  This will not mean starting from scratch as it will involve a restructure of our current model rather than a completely new curriculum.  However, the learners at SJV are generally working at level 1 or below with many at Entry Level standards.

Our current Curriculum model
The current curriculum was developed originally by Julie Garfin and then further developed in the last academic year by Julie and I.  Each class will have two lessons of RE curriculum as well as a separate lesson of ‘Faith in Action’ (KS3 and 4 only) every week.
· KS3
KS3 curriculum has already been restructured to follow the RED and follows the 6-branch structure.  
· KS4
[bookmark: _Hlk197598928]At KS4 Julie and I created a new curriculum developed from the Salford Diocesan Certificate of achievement curriculum.  This curriculum includes religious teachings and beliefs as well as moral and ethical issues which classes will examine from different religious perspectives.  The curriculum has now been endorsed by NOCN as a qualification – ‘Certificate in Religious Education’.
· Post 16
The Post 16 Curriculum is similar to KS4 as it has been created as a development of the Salford Diocesan Certificate of Achievement and also includes religious teachings and beliefs as well as moral and ethical issues which classes will examine from different religious perspectives.  The curriculum was also endorsed by NOCN as a qualification – ‘Further Certificate in Religious Education’.
· Faith in Action
The Faith in Action lessons were created for our pupils to develop their understanding of how to live out Christian moral values and each half term focused on a different aspect of Catholic Social teachings:
1) The Common Good
2) Participation
3) Human Dignity
4) Caring for the poor
5) Solidarity
6) Stewardship
Each half term would also include whole school activities such as preparing for the Harvest festival, Remembrance Day or Lent fundraising which pupils in Post 16 would also take part in.
· RE for our pupils with the highest level of need (Complex pupils in C11, C4 and C9)
Julie Garfin has planned and delivered lesson to these classes which reflects the themes that the rest of their peers are learning about but in a way that is appropriate to their understanding and level of need.
 The SEND Documentations states that Pupils will ‘encounter religious beliefs by experiencing the cultural celebrations accompanying different festivals, celebrations, and commemorations that are part of British cultural life. 


Next Steps: Planning a new curriculum at SJV (Incorporating our current RE and Faith in Action Curriculums into the RED framework. 
The curriculum model will be developed in the following ways:
· KS3
Following previous guidance our KS3 model is already designed to follow the RED and has been structured to incorporate the 6 branches.  The only change necessary will be to ensure that our planning clearly identifies how the lenses form part of our curriculum.  Julie and I have begun work on this and will be able to easily identify where the lenses sit in the curriculum that we have created. 
· KS4
At KS4 we will need to restructure our curriculum from our current model to the 6 branches model suggested by Anna Nuttall.  This will involve looking at the curriculum that we already have in place and moving topics into different areas of the curriculum to follow the themes of the 6 branches.  As with KS3 we will also identify where the lenses are evident in our curriculum plans.  It is not suitable to directly follow the G.C.S.E specifications that are suggested by the diocese but there are a number of ethical and moral issues which will be incorporated into our planning.  We will incorporate them into our planning and will also examine these issues from a predominantly Christian and Jewish perspective, as well as looking at different faiths. 
· Post 16
The Post 16 curriculum will be similar to the KS4 curriculum in that it will incorporate aspects of our previous curriculum into the 6 branches model and will also include moral and ethical issues examined through religious beliefs and opinions.
· Faith in Action
Faith in action has been a success this year and is something that we are keen to keep as part of our curriculum.  We will keep the same six themes but these will be reordered to reflect the branches from the RED document.  
We will also need to create two different sets of Faith in Action lessons (KS3 and 4) so that the Faith in Action lessons relate directly to the RE curriculum.  This will ensure that Faith in Action will be seen as part of our RE curriculum time rather than as a separate subject area.
The ‘Dialogue and ‘Encounter’ lenses will be evident in the planning for Faith in Action lessons.  
· RE for our pupils with the highest level of need 
These pupils will follow similar themes to the rest of our pupils but will focus more on relevant parts of the liturgical calendar, world religious festivals and Christian values (Including appropriate Bible Stories and teaching e.g. ‘The good Samaritan’ or ‘Love thy Neighbour’.  Julie Garfin will plan and deliver this scheme. 
Summary
In preparation for the Diocesan Inspection in 2026-27 we need to be confident that we will merge, where possible, the RED expectations into the RE delivery.  We will use the advice given by the RE Diocesan advisor to ensure we are showing ‘compliance’ with the RED expectations.  We will however, have to ensure that the curriculum is adapted to the needs of the SJV pupils, that the curriculum will provide appropriate challenge and that RE learning outcomes are suitable for the varied needs of our children and young people.
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